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when they had funds, there would be no appearance of it. You will find therefore in my accounts settled at the War Office that I have charged myself with that amount of $50,000, and made myself responsible to the Government for it in a final settlement of my accounts, taking care that any supposed rights of Smith & Co. should be preserved by a written statement filed with the accounts in the War Office as well as my report to the Treasury. In the usual case of a dispute claim, I should hardly have felt myself called upon to answer to the counsel of one party, to have given so full a statement of facts, but having taken this money as an executive officer of the Government, I have felt it my duty to make full expositions of all the facts so far as they come to my knowledge and are now within my recollection. I may, however, be permitted to add a single fact which will perhaps be no information to their counsel, that the two brothers Smith & Co. were both bitter, active, and unrepenting Rebels, who refused to take the Oath of Allegiance so long as I remained in New Orleans, and one or both I believe went to Canada to evade. If you should desire any other questions answered in this regard you have only to propose them, and if you will give me an opportunity to go to books and papers, I have no doubt but I can give you sums and dates. I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obdt. Send., B. F. B., Maj. Genl. Comdg.
Head Quarters, Dept. of the Ovlf, NEW ORLEANS, July 2nd, 1882
[Not in chronological order]
Hon. SALMON P. CHASE, Secretary of the Treasury
SIB: Will be found enclosed herewith minutes of the doings of a commission to inquire into the seizure of the specie of Samuel Smith & Co.
The finding is that the case should be sent to the department for investigation. I should have sent the specie $50,000 to you but this remarkable state of things exists.
Two paymasters came down here with $285,000 too little money to pay the troops of the Department, some of whom have not been paid for six months, and they and their families are suffering for their just dues, and which from the inefficiency of the pay department in not making proper requisitions has not been furnished them. I shall therefore appropriate this $50,000 toward the payment of the troops left unpaid, one of which is a Western Regiment not paid since December, and